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Introduction

This is the third Groundwater Update about environmental activities that
are being conducted by the U.S. Navy at Moffett Community Housing.
Moffett Community Housing is owned by the U.S. Army and consists of
three housing areas near Moffert Federal Airfield and the city of Mountain
View. The investigation activities will be performed at two of the three
areas, Orion Park and Wescoat Housing, located on the southern portion of
the airfield, just north of California Highway 101 (see Figures 1, 2 and 3).
This Update summarizes the Phase 1 findings. 1t also provides information
about the fieldwork that will be conducted to collect the data needed for
additional site characterization and evaluation of the risk to the health of the
residents at Orion Park and Wescoat Housing. This and the previous two
updates are available at the Moffett Housing Project Office (see Project Points
of Contact inside).
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PHASE 1
Results

TCE and some of its breakdown products were found
in less than half of the shallow groundwater samples
at Orion Park and in one of 21 shallow groundwater
samples at Wescoat. Concentrations during Phase 1
and previous investigations were not found above
levels of concern. The distribution of TCE and its
breakdown products detected during Phase 1 at
Wescoat and Orion Park is shown on Figures 2 and 3,
respectively. Because groundwater at Moffetr
Community Housing is not used for drinking,
irrigation or other domestic purposes, the chemicals
do not pose a risk to residents through direct
contact with groundwater.
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PHASE 1l
Understanding the Fieldwork

The second phase of environmental investigations at
Moftett Community Housing has two basic stages:
additional characterization within Orion Park and
evaluation of risk to the health of the residents of Orion
Park and Wescoat Housing. These are described below.

Additional Characterization

Cone Penetrometer Testing (CPT) will be conducted at
20 new locations at Orion Park (see Figure 3 on the

back page) ro collect samples that will help the Navy better
understand the type and location of the contamination.
As explained in the February 2002 Update, CPT uses a
probing device mounted on a large truck thar collects
information about the makeup of subsurface soils,
induding the location of water bearing zones.

Human Health Risk Assessment

A range of samples from seven housing unit locations
will be collected and the data will be evaluated in a
Human Health Risk Assessment.

Figures 2 and 3 show the possible locations where samples
will be collected (only vacant, ground floor housing units
will be sampled). The locations were chosen based on the
results of Phase 1 groundwater sample analysis.

Sampling will be conductcd between late-August and
late-September and will entail the following:

1 Using Direct-Push Technology (DPT), field crews
will drill two holes outside each selected housing
unit to collect groundwater and soil samples. DPT uses
a hydraulic device, mounted on a small truck; to collect
soil and water samples. Samples will be collected to
further evaluate soil characteristics and the presence of
TCE and its breakdown products.

Through 2-inch-diameter holes cut into the

bedroom or kitchen floors, field crews will collect
samples of soil gas from below the housing unit
concrete slab. Soil gas will be sampled because chemicals
in groundwater can evaporate and travel upward into
the air above. All sampling holes will be sealed off and
the flooring repaired after the sampling is completed.

Indoor and outdoor air samples will be
3 collected to determine whether there are
contaminants in the indoor air and whether they are
coming from outside or from under the buildings.




Proposed Sampling Locations

Figure 2
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How Your Neighborhood
Will Be Affected

As with the sampling activity earlier
this year, Moffett Community
Housing residents will see field
crews at different locations for
about three weeks. Traffic may be
impacted at various times.

It is possible that sampling may
need to take place near your yard
or that of a neighbor. All affected
housing residents will be notified
before fieldwork begins.

What's Next

A draft report presenting the
results of the fieldwork and the

. Baseline Human Health Risk

Assessment is expected to be
issued in November 2002. This
report will be available for review
by Moffett Community Housing
residents as well as the EPA;
California Regional Water Quality
Control Board, San Frandisco
Region; National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA), the
current property owner of Moffett
Federal Airfield; the Army, the
current property owner of Moffett
Community Housing, and members
of the public.
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